What’s changed? - mapping the impact of participation activity
Name of organisation: Cheshire County Council
Contact: Paula Yates, Chair of Children & Young People’s Involvement Group, email: paula.yates@cheshire.gov.uk
	The issue raised by children and young people:  To prevent the closure of a residential facility for young disabled people

	Evidence from
	Evidence of listening
	Evidence of planning
	Evidence of change

	Organisation


	Children and young people and their parents were consulted by education staff about proposals to close the residential provision at their school.
	A DVD was produced capturing the views of the pupils and their parents.  
It emphasised the social and educational value of the residential provision and the difference that it made to them feeling like other children and young people. 
The DVD was shown to education staff and senior managers.
It was also featured in the staff roadshows to launch the Children’s Services Department.


	The proposed closure was overturned.

	Specific children and young people


	The children and young people did not want the provision to close.

They made it clear that they valued the opportunity to socialise and spend time sharing activities with their friends.

	
	“If there was no ‘resi’ I wouldn’t see my mates and I wouldn’t be able to do the things I do here at home.”



	Other children and young people and the wider community 


	Parents of the children and young people spoke about how they felt the provision was an essential part of encouraging greater independence.

They also felt that it prepared their children for residential college placements.  
Parents also talked about the benefits to themselves of being able to take a break from caring.

	
	As the proposed closure was overturned the benefits of attending the residential can be experienced by future generations – both young disabled people and parents.


Improved outcomes for children and young people: being healthy, enjoying and achieving, making a positive contribution
Source:  So What?  A collection of case studies demonstrating the active involvement of Cheshire’s children and young people.  Cheshire County Council
